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Cayuga’s Student Leaders Shine Bright 
During Annual Leadership Day 
Students at Cayuga Heights Elementary walked the walk and talked the talk of the seven 
habits of a leader to more than 100 special guests who visited the school June 2 for the 
second annual Leadership Day. From the youngest kindergarten students through fifth 
grade, every grade level was involved.

Guests were greeted at the door by a line of kindergarten and first graders. Parents and 
other family members who attended joined the processional line as the children introduced 
themselves, shook the guest’s hand and welcomed them to Cayuga Heights.

Cayuga Heights has been active for the past two years in the Leader in Me program which 
focuses on the seven habits of highly effective people. Throughout the school year, students at every 
grade level hold a leadership role such as lunchroom leaders and bus leaders. Districtwide 
there are two teachers on special assignment focusing on the Leader in Me program.

After a breakfast buffet in the new gym, the leadership day program included skits, songs 
and readings from various students. One skit demonstrating the habit of win-win had several 
students pretending to ride a bus and, at first, not give another student a seat. At the end 
of the skit, they recreated the scene with a much happier ending to give the student a seat 
because life is all about being fair and cooperating with others.

New Website Design; 
Free Mobile App 
Available this Summer
A new responsive website design and 
a free mobile app will be released this 
summer by the Depew Union Free 
School District. The district is working 
with a website and app development 
company called Apptegy, a leader 
in education technology, to develop 
multiple ways for the district to share 
all of the great things happening in our 
schools. 

The district is taking this initiative to 
engage community members on the 
devices they use most; primarily cell 
phones. With these new online tools, 
news can be shared quickly across 
several communication channels.

One of the first changes the community 
will see is an updated Depew Union 

Free School district 
website. Our URL 

will remain www.
depewschools.org.  
If you have 
bookmarked or 
favorited the site,  

you will not have to  
do anything new to 

access the site. Once the new design 
goes live, you will see it.

To navigate the new streamlined design, 
users will use either a Menu button or 
a Schools button. The Schools button 
opens up the homepages of the three 
school buildings. The Menu button 
opens up a second page with static pages 
and links. Repeatedly clicking the menu 
button will take you back and forth 
between whatever homepage you are on 
and the second page.

continued on page 5

continued on page 5

Depew High School’s Senior Walk 
Inspires Younger Students
For some of the 144 members of the Depew 
High School senior class, the inaugural senior 
walk event was an emotional journey that put 
their 13 years in the district into perspective. 
Wearing their blue and white graduation 
caps and gowns, the Class of 2016 were 
larger-than-life inspiration to the middle and 
elementary students who came out of their 
classes to wish the seniors good luck.

On June 10, the senior students donned their 
caps and gowns, lined up and promenaded through Depew Middle and Cayuga Heights 
Elementary school hallways to greet and inspire the younger students. 

continued on page 9
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WNYASBO  
Scholarship Awarded
Kayla Stuber was the recipient of a 
$1,000 scholarship from the WNY 
Association of School Business Officials. 
Kayla was selected for this scholarship 
based on her grade point average, 
community involvement and an essay 
describing her leadership aspirations. 
The award was presented at the WNY 
chapter’s scholarship awards luncheon 
in May. WNYASBO is the local affiliate 
of NYS Association of School Business 
Officials chartered by the NYS Board 
of Regents. Its members include 
school business officials. Pictured are 
Kim McEwen, HS counselor; Susan 
Arena, WNYASBO vice president and 
Depew’s business 
administrator; 
Kayla; Jim 
LiPuma, director 
pupil personnel 
services.

Depew Union Free School DiStrict
Message from the Assistant Superintendent
Let’s Team Up To Beat The Summer Slide
Join the Depew UFSD Summer Reading Campaign 
Our District has purchased myOn for all students K-12 for the 
2016-17 school year. K-5 subscriptions are available now, and 
grades 6-12 will be available by mid-July 2016. Students will 
be able to login at www.myON.com, enter their building name 
(Depew High School, Depew Middle School, Cayuga Heights 
Elementary) with the same username and password they use 
for the school computers. Your child’s teachers will send home 
information on how to access this resource. We will also have 
information posted on our District website.

MyOn is a personalized literacy environment that offers unlimited 
access to thousands of enhanced digital books, dynamically matched to each individual 
student’s interests, Lexile reading level and grade level, along with a suite of literacy tools 
that foster engagement and achievement.

From their dashboards, students can choose from a recommended list of texts that match 
their interests and are at their target Lexile level for reading growth. Or they can search for 
books from the entire library in a variety of ways. They can access and complete reading 
and writing projects assigned by their teachers, and track their own progress, too. 

Embedded metrics seamlessly monitor student activity and growth, with real-time reports 
available for individual students, and in the aggregate for groups, classes, school and the district.

Students can access myOn online with any web-enabled device and offline using free 
mobile apps for iPad, Android, Chromebooks and Kindle Fire HD - making it possible for 
them to read wherever they are and whenever they want to read.

Research shows that when kids are provided with the opportunity to engage with just 
right high interest books, they can avoid the dreaded summer slide that robs them of the 
educational gains they have made during the school year.

I hope you and your child(ren) have a safe and happy summer, with lots of fun reading!

Sincerely, 
Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent

Parents:
All kids entering 7th and 12th grade must have the meningococcal vaccine.

Without it, they can’t start school

About the Vaccine:

•	 It’s	not	a	new	vaccine.	It’s	been	recommended	for	a	decade.

•	 Most	parents	already	choose	to	vaccinate	their	children.

•	 What’s	new	is	that	the	vaccine	will	be	required	for	school	entry	as	of	Sept.	1,	2016

Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a shot before may need a booster to start school. 
All other vaccine requirements established for the 2015-16 school year remain in effect. The 2016-17 
immunization chart has been posted on the district website under Departments/Health Services. Any questions 
should be directed to your child’s pediatrician.

New for 2016-17 School Year
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Depew Union Free School DiStrict
Music Accolades
March is nationally recognized as 
Music in our Schools month and our 
music students were involved in many 
activities. In addition to the musical 
production of “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie” and the annual spring festival of 
bands, 22 outstanding Depew musicians 
participated in the 67th annual All-
County music festivals.

Performing in the elementary festival 
at Kleinhans Music Hall were students 
of Kelly Salas, Andrea LaBounty and 
Janine Yelich. Seventh and eighth 
graders, at the direction of Mrs. Salas, 
performed in the SATB and SSA Junior 
High South mixed choruses at Pioneer 
High School. Three high school chorus 
members, at the direction of Diane 
Sullivan, performed in the final festival 
weekend which was held at UB.

The audition process for acceptance 
into these select ensembles gets more 
rigorous as the student progresses in age. 
Our Depew Schools music department 
annually hosts the elementary audition 
festival each January. Congratulations 
to all of our musicians for their fine 
achievements!

Message from the Superintendent

Celebrating Success  
in Key Priorities
On behalf of the students, parents, teachers, administrators and 
Board of Education we would like to thank the Depew School-
Community for supporting the 2016 - 2017 fiscal plan with 
an approval rate of 76%. Once again, your vote of confidence 
indicates to us that you are in support of our goals and the direction that we have set for the 
Depew Union Free School District.

Furthermore, it is important to share with you that as a District we have continued 
our efforts this past school year, to identify strengths and areas of focus within our 
programming. It is critical to understand that our persistent mission is to monitor specific 
goals for improvement and thus design our resources around achieving those goals. Over 
the past several years, key themes have emerged as priorities and those priorities have been 
realized through victories, such as:

•	 Sustaining	our	graduation	rate	above	90%	over	multiple	years	and	now	approaching	
95%.

•	 100%	passing	rate	on	the	Common	Core	ELA	Commencement	Assessment;	with	44%	at	
90%	or	above.

•	 Other	successes	in	commencement	assessments	with	increased	passing	rates,	as	well	as	
increases in mastery levels.

•	 Results	with	3	-	8	grade	assessments	have	shown	the	largest	school	wide	growth	ever	in	
both Cayuga Heights and the Middle School.

•	 Financing	public	education	in	Depew,	particularly	related	to	insufficient	state	aid,	
coupled with a property tax cap and the maintenance of the instructional program;

•	 Bolstering	relationships	with	parents	in	the	education	of	their	children;

•	 Maintaining	the	beautiful	facilities	that	we	have	over	the	long	term;

•	 And,	fostering	partnerships	with	the	municipalities	and	neighboring	school	districts.

I can assure you that as we enter into the 2016-2017 school year, the leadership team of the 
District will take every opportunity to continue to address these emerging issues in order to 
continue to achieve our District’s mission, which is, “To challenge and inspire students to 
achieve at the highest level and become responsible citizens”. With your continued support 
we will be able to celebrate our successes, zero in on the issues affecting education and 
ultimately become a school district of excellence. 

Enjoy a safe and relaxing summer season with your families and I look forward to seeing 
you in the fall.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey, Ph.D. 
Superintendent

Pictured from left:

Row one (sitting): Savannah Harrington (5), Skye 
Ciesielski (5), Jacob Fatta (5), Mariah Kruk (5), 
Stefanie Kowalczyk (5) - band, Tyler Seely (5)

Row two: Marcianna Cardona (8)-SSA, Justin 
Cwiklinski (8)-SATB, Mary Monk (6), Brooke Dehn 
(6), Lindsey Parini (7)-SSA, Riley Williams (8)-SSA, 
Riley Wentlent (6)

Top Row: Ashley Zielezinski (7)-SSA, Stephen Kaus 
(7)-SATB, Michaela DiGiacomo (12), Jakob Grant 
(12), Kirsten Brady (11), Collin Coburn (8)-SSA, 
Lauren Lail (7)-SSA

Not pictured: Jessica Palmisano (5)
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cayUga heightS elementary School
Heart Healthy Teaching Garden 
Grows at Cayuga Heights
Jumping jacks, stretches and a rainbow 
of vegetables took center stage during 
assemblies at Cayuga Heights Elementary to 
launch the school’s Teaching Garden.

The school joined forces with Wegman’s 
and the American Heart Association to kick 
off a program that has the school growing 
herbs and vegetables in garden beds in the 
school’s courtyard. Funding for the program 
comes from a grant from the American Heart 
Association (AHA) and sponsorship by 
Wegmans.

At the assembly, students were shown a variety of colorful vegetables by Wegman’s staff. 
Student volunteers were chosen to join the AHA employees in exercises and stretches. The 
message to students was take care of your body by exercising and getting five fist-sized 
servings a day of fruits and veggies.

Later that day, students were chosen from 
each classroom to help plant the vegetable 
and herb sprouts into raised beds that were 
constructed in the courtyard at the school. 
Before they planted, the students sampled 
a tomato-cucumber salad prepared by the 
school’s food service department. From 
radishes, spinach and watermelons to kale, 
eggplant, basil and cilantro, the garden will 
be used to teach students about healthy food 
choices. 

The AHA provided the materials for a school-wide planting day including garden beds, 
organic soil, seedlings and plants. They also provide a Teaching Garden Tool Kit with useful 
information including a school garden manual, lesson plans, school activation ideas, and 
parent and community resources.

A Compassion for 
Animals Results in 
School-Wide Project
Fifth-grader Madeline 
Doctor’s compassion 
for animals turned a 
simple request into a 
school-wide project 
that benefitted many 
animals at the Erie 
County SPCA.

Madeline, a student in Wendy Fortune’s 
class at Cayuga Heights Elementary, 
asked in February if the school could do 
something for the SPCA. “Whenever we 
(my family) go to the SPCA to look at 
animals, I feel so bad. They look sad and 
I just want to help them,” she said.

Together Mrs. Fortune and Madeline 
researched and discovered that they 
could hold a donation drive so they 
prepared information to be sent home 
with all students and invited the SPCA 
to two school-wide assemblies. The 
PTO provided funding to purchase some 
items. The two assemblies collected 
even more items for the animals and 
collection bins were set up at the school 
for donations.

They collected blankets, 
cat beds, hand sanitizer, 
newspapers, paper 
towels, pillowcases, 
plastic pet carriers, 
postage stamps, stuffed 
animals and towels.

The efforts collected so many items, it 
filled up Madeline’s mother’s car twice. 
In late April, the items were delivered to 
the SPCA. 

“It takes one small idea to spark 
something like this. Animals need our 
help just as much as people do,” said 
Madeline who would one day like 
to work as a zookeeper or vet. She 
definitely wants to volunteer at the SPCA 
as soon as she is old enough. Right now, 
she’ll have to concentrate her love on 
her family’s two dogs named Pearl and 
Gizmo; one is a three-legged dog they 
adopted from the SPCA. 
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cayUga heightS elementary School

Fourth Graders visit 
Wegmans for Health 
and Wellness Tours
Each year Teresa Banasik arranges 
fourth grade visits with the Losson and 
Dick Road Wegmans locations as a part 
of Health and Wellness Week. Not only 
do students learn about making good 
choices at the cheese and dairy, fruit 
and vegetable, meats and protein, and 
grains stations, but they also participate 
in a scavenger hunt 
throughout the 
store. On a recent 
visit, they got 
the opportunity 
to ask questions 
and taste 
unique foods 
such as rainbow 
carrots or sushi. 
Wegmans sends each student home with 
a recyclable bag, information and food 
samples. Students are pictured learning 
about dairy products and sampling 
yogurt at the cheese station and seven 
grain bread at the bakery.

Another group of students sang a song 
about the seven habits to the tune of “It’s 
a Hard Knock Life”. A Dalcroze dance 
demonstration with two dances was 
presented by students in Jason Miller’s music 
enrichment classes. Students also presented 
information about community service projects 
and the school’s healthy garden.

To conclude the morning, the guests were escorted by student leaders throughout the 
building and taken into various classrooms. As the groups traveled through the halls, other 
students were assigned to explain the leadership bulletin boards throughout the building.

Annual Leadership Day
continued from page 1

New Website Design; Free Mobile App
continued from page 1

The website’s responsive design will adapt to whatever device is being 
used. So if you access the site on a tablet, laptop or projector screen, the 
design modifies itself to fit that screen.

Each homepage will display a Live Feed, News, Calendar and a photo 
gallery. Live Feed works like a Twitter feed where photos and news can 
be posted in 140 characters. Live Feed posts allow the district to share 
news as it happens; the postings will appear on the website and the 
mobile app at the same time.

The free mobile app, available later this summer through the Google Play and Apple App 
stores, will put Live Feed, news, events, cafeteria menus, sports schedules, staff directory, 
documents, and notifications right at your fingertips. Parents will be able to register for 
notifications by subscribing to specific buildings or departments. We anticipate the mobile 
app will be very popular with parents making it easy to navigate without using the “pinch 
and pull” method to enlarge type or photos. The free mobile apps in the Google Play and 
Apple App Store are launching later this summer. The district will send a global connect 
message when they are available.

The choice to partner with Apptegy was made in the interest of providing the Depew 
Union community with easy-to-use mobile application and a responsive website that went 
above and beyond what the district has offered in the past. Apptegy is an Arkansas-based 
education technology startup that builds simple communication tools for school districts 
across the country.
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Middle School Helps 
Others with Stuff the 
Sneakers Collection
The students in Miss Battaglia’s class 
organized and implemented the Stuff the 
Sneakers collection at Depew Middle 
School in March. Student and staff 
donors	gave	519	items	to	the	drive.	 
Mrs. DeMarco’s homeroom was the 
winner	with	95	items	donated.	 
Mrs. Harshany’s homeroom 
came in a close second 
place	with	93	items.	
All of the items 
will be donated 
to Compass 
House, Gerard 
Place, Cornerstone Manor, and Harbor 
House Drop-In Center. The Stuff the 
Sneakers collection was presented by 
Ms. Jeffords and Mr. Waragala at  
Depew High School in memory of 
Danny Frawley.

DMS Students Honored for Clean Up 
Efforts
The Cheektowaga Town Supervisor recognized several students 
from sixth-grade for their community cleanup efforts on Saturday, 
April 23 in honor of Earth Day. 

Pictured are, (top) Mary Monk, Rhegan Zubler, (Event Organizer) 
Nick Karnyski, Ashley Skokowski, Mrs. DeMarco (bottom)  
Jill Sujka, Alexis Cordova, Marcus Hartman and Sheridan Brucz.

Depew miDDle School
DMS Freedom in America Essay, 
Poster Contest Winners Named
Depew Middle School named the winners of its annual Freedom in America essay and 
poster contest. It is the only contest of its kind in the area, now in its 44th year, and 
showcases the hard work and talents of the students of the Depew School District. 

Eighth-grader Sarah Rolling earned first prize in the essay contest and received $150 and 
a plaque. Second place went to seventh-grader Logan Schwartz, who received $100. The 
runners-up, eighth-grader Adam Stuber, eighth-grader Justin Cwiklinski and seventh-grader 
Ashley Zielezinski, each received $75.

First place in the poster contest went to seventh-grader Zoe Harris who received $100 and 
a plaque. Seventh-grader Kyle Tran received $75 for second place and the runners-up, 
seventh-graders Moriel Addesa, Lexi Ignasiak and Tanner Monnin, each received $50.

The five writers’ essays were selected from all the essays submitted by seventh- and 
eighth-graders. Essay finalists read their essays before an audience of middle school 
students, parents and family members and a panel of assembled judges which included 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Jeffrey Rabey; Assistant Superintendent of Schools Susan 
Frey, Depew Board of Education president Barabara Staebell, Depew School Board 
Trustee Patrick Law and his wife Margaret, Village of Depew Mayor Jesse Nikonowicz, 
Town of Lancaster Supervisor Johanna Coleman, Erie County Legislator Ted Morton, and 
representing the U.S. Army, Sgt. Sonya Jones.

The contest is organized and administered by Sal Carlino and Joe Pagano, educators at 
Depew Middle School. Students write essays and/or create posters around the theme of 
Freedom in America. The posters are created in Mr. Pagano’s art classes, and those wishing 
to write essays coordinate with Mr. Carlino. Topics include historical events, immigration, 
the armed forces, volunteering, and the Presidential election. 

Pictured with teacher Sal Carlino are Ashley 
Zielezinski, Logan Schwartz, Sarah Rolling,  
Adam Stuber and Justin Cwiklinski.

Pictured with teacher Joe Pagano are Lexi Ignasiak, 
Kyle Tran, Tanner Monnin, Zoe Harris and Moriel 
Addesa.
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Depew high School
College Signings
Sara Snyder signed a letter of intent to bowl 
at St. Francis College in Pennsylvania.  
Sarah Godfrey signed a letter of intent to  
golf at Niagara University. Both schools are  
Division I NCAA Athletics. 

Snyder was the 2015 Section VI girls bowling 
individual champion and an all-star on the 
2015 NYS Championship team. She is 
currently being considered for Dexter All-
American recognition of which only 12 are 
chosen. Over the course of her bowling career, she has earned too many honors and titles to 
mention.

Godfrey is the number one ranked female golfer in Western New York public high schools. 
She finished third in the NYSPHSAA Girls Championship last year. She competed for the 
fifth consecutive year for the NYS High School Title.

French Club Activities
Depew High School French club members recently visited a local business specializing 
in chocolates. This “sweet” after school field trip combined a “promenade” (walk) to 
Dark Forest Chocolates in Lancaster, a presentation on the creation of chocolate from 
bean to bar by the owners, a discussion of fair trade and chocolate samples. At another 
event, DHS Spanish and French club members enjoyed a presentation by guest speaker 
Madison McEwen. While students enjoyed 
international refreshments, Madison spoke 
about her world travels and international 
study. It was a great way to learn about 
college and the exciting educational 
opportunities in store for students who 
continue their study of Languages Other 
Than English (LOTE). LOTE club members’ 
end of the year celebration featured tacos 
and truffles. Pictured are (back row) Amanda 
Nguyan, Anna Lucci, Jenna Marranca, 
Katelyn Szefler, (front row) Juliana 
Ciesielski, Grace Krateva.

Student to Attend Mock Trial Institute
Aaron Schaefer, a sophomore at Depew High School, was 
accepted to the New York State Bar Association Mock Trial 
Summer Institute. The five-day total immersion mock trial camp, 
hosted by the NYS Bar Association, features counselors and 
coaches who are all experienced NYS trial attorneys. The camp 
is located near Lake George, NY.

Kelly Jeffords 
Nominated for National 
Student Council 
Advisor Award
High School 
teacher Kelly 
Jeffords has 
been selected 
as a regional 
finalist for the 
Warren E. Shull 
National High 
School Adviser 
of the Year 
award presented 
by the National Association of 
Student Councils. Ms. Jeffords will be 
recognized, along with other regional 
finalists from across the U.S., at the 
association’s national conference in 
Oregon in June. The national winners 
will be announced at the conference.

In November, Ms. Jeffords was named 
the recipient of the Dr. Earl Reum 
Advisor of the Year award by the New 
York State Council on Leadership and 
Student Senate Activities (NYSCLSA). 
The recipients of this distinguished 
award for student senate advisors have 
been nominated by students and staff and 
have had a significant impact on their 
school.

Mrs. Jeffords is presently a teacher  
on special assignment focusing on  
Steven Covey’s work, “The 7 Habits  
of Highly Effective Teens” and “The 
Leader in Me”. She has been the  
student senate advisor since 2006.  
Mrs. Jeffords understands and recognizes 
the importance of empowering students 
and creating student leaders. She 
developed a high school level leadership 
course that was approved by the district’s 
Board of Education which has become a 
popular class. She teaches her students 
the importance of working with others 
and fosters a sense of pride in their work 
while pushing them to accomplish their 
best work. 
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Valedictorian

Katelynn R. Frawley
Katelynn R. Frawley will attend Allegheny 
College. She is undecided on a major and her 
future career plans.

Salutatorian

Kayla K. Stuber
Kayla K. Stuber will attend Roberts Wesleyan 
College. She is enrolled in the honors program 
majoring in mathematics. She is unsure of her 
future career plans.

Adam M. Bauer
Adam M. Bauer will attend the University of 
Arizona. He is enrolled in the honors program 
and will major in astronomy and astrophysics. He 
hopes to work as a researcher.

Jakob A. Grant 
Jakob A. Grant will attend Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute to study architecture and work as an 
architect upon graduation. 

Jenna Donati 
Jenna Donati will attend D’Youville College to 
major in occupational therapy/humanities studies. 
She is unsure of her future career plans.

Depew high School top ten

Jessica C. Chellino
Jessica C. Chellino will attend Rochester Institute of 
Technology, majoring in physics and astronomy with 
the goal of working as an astrophysicist and astronaut.

Alana J. Reimondo 
Alana J. Reimondo will attend the University at Buffalo 
and major in occupational therapy. She would like to 
have a career as an occupational therapist.

Joseph Paolini 
Joseph Paolini will attend the University at Buffalo in 
the mechanical engineering program with the career 
goal of working as a mechanical engineer.

Austin J. Deer
Austin J. Deer will attend Daemen College. He is 
enrolled in the honors program for animation. He is 
unsure of is future career plans.

Anthony J. Russell 
Anthony J. Russell will attend Erie Community 
College, enrolled in the liberal arts - general studies 
program. He is unsure of his future career plans.

Congratulations to the Top 10% of the Senior Class 2016
Using grade point averages from seven semesters, we are happy to announce the Top Ten Percent of the Class of 2016. We wish all our graduates much success as 
they start on their path of lifelong learning. Congratulations on your achievements during your time at Depew Schools.



9

Depew high School top ten
Lisa N. Schmid 
Lisa N. Schmid is enrolled in Daemen College’s 
physician assistant program with the career goal of 
working as a physician assistant.

Michaela N. DiGiacomo 
Michaela N. DiGiacomo is enrolled in the nursing 
program at Erie Community College with the career 
goal of becoming a nurse.

Gillian B. Harla 
Gillian B. Harla will attend Alfred State College in the 
graphic and media design program. Her future career 
goals are to work as a graphic designer in the music 
industry.

Molly Wittig 
Molly Wittig will attend Kettering University to 
study mechanical engineering with the career goal of 
becoming a mechanical engineer upon graduation.

Senior Walk 
It was a journey down memory lane as they returned to the 
hallways they left years ago. Along the way, there were tears on 
some of the senior students’ faces and also some teachers in the 
district as they watched their former students file by, with some 
teachers interrupting the line to pass out hugs.

“This gives us a chance to go down memory lane and see 
teachers that we will miss,” said senior Jniyah Blair.

At the middle and elementary schools, 
students came out of their classes, 
lining the hallways, cheering and 
clapping for the seniors as they walked 
by. One elementary class made signs 
congratulating the seniors. “Pomp and 
Circumstance” was piped through the 
elementary building. 

“It’s one last cool event before prom. It 
shows the middle school what’s to come 
if they work hard,” said senior Hannah 
Kranitz.

“This is a great way for our seniors to reflect on where they 
started and how far they have come,” said Michelle Kudla, 
Cayuga Heights Elementary principal. “It also provides for our 
current students a marker for a future goal.”

“It is important for students in middle 
school to see that there is a final 
destination to their journey. Having 
the seniors parade through gives them 
a personal connection to the purpose 
of school and shows them that there is 
an end,” said Joseph D’Amato, Depew 
Middle School principal.

“This event was the brainchild of 
our three building principals. Having 
our seniors, dressed in their blue and 
white caps and gowns, will symbolize 
to the younger students that working hard from kindergarten 
throughout high school can have spectacular results. We are 
proud that as a district we’ve sustained our graduation rate above 
90%	over	multiple	years	and	are	now	approaching	95%,”	said	
Superintendent Jeffrey R. Rabey, Ph.D.

continued from page 1

Four Honored by Lancaster Youth Bureau
Four graduating seniors from Depew High School were honored for their contributions to the community and added to the Lancaster 
Youth Bureau Hall of Fame during a ceremony on May 12.

Angel Krempa will attend Oregon State University to pursue a career in public health with a goal to work with the World Health 
Organization or the United Nations. For past six years, she has been a cadet in the JROTC program through the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet 
Corp. She is a former Cub Scout Activities Director. At DHS she tutors seventh and eighth graders. 

Joseph Paolini will attend SUNY Buffalo to study mechanical engineering. He has assisted with the Youth Bureau’s summer 
performing arts academy productions, volunteers at vacation bible school, and is VP of honor society.

Kayla Stuber will attend Roberts Wesleyan College to study for a mathematics career. For five years she has independently raised 
money for the Erie County SPCA. She is involved in Cheektowaga Youth Engaged in Service program. At DHS she is treasurer of 
NHS and Student Senate.

Molly Wittig will attend Kettering University to study mechanical engineering. She is a peer facilitator for LYB health and wellness 
program, a Girl Scout, certified handler of Therapy Dogs International, and active in the Depew Boys and Girls Club. 
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Depew Union Free School DiStrict
Depew Schools Celebrates its Cafeteria Heroes 
Cards of thanks, handmade aprons, banners, chocolate covered 
strawberries and giant donuts were all tokens of appreciation given 
to the cafeteria staff at Depew’s three schools during Lunch Lady 
Hero Day. 

During the second annual celebration on Friday, May 6, the ladies 
that served over 235,000 breakfasts and lunches last year were 
treated to a little TLC by students and staff.

“People often don’t understand the complexities of school 
breakfasts and lunches. Lunch ladies aren’t just grabbing whatever 
they have on hand and throwing it on the steam table. Quite the 
opposite; school lunch is arguably the most regulated, thought-about 
and highly planned meal in America,” said Barbara Albi, Depew’s 
Food Service Director.

During	the	2014-15	school	year,	Albi	and	her	staff	served	97,637	
breakfasts	and	137,884	lunches	at	Depew	schools.

Friday, May 6 is School Lunch Hero Day, a nationwide celebration 
hosted by Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author and illustrator of the 
popular LUNCH LADY graphic novel series, the School Nutrition 
Association and Random House Children’s Books. Inspired by 
his own childhood school lunch hero, Jean J. Cariglia, Jarrett 
J. Krosoczka created the popular LUNCH LADY series of 
graphic novels for kids, starring a crime-fighting school nutrition 
professional and her faithful sidekick, Betty. 

At Cayuga Heights 
Elementary, fifth-graders 
made each elementary 
lunch lady an apron and 
presented them with the 
gifts. The students came 
up the idea to design 
and decorate the aprons. 
Plain white aprons 
were purchased. Each 

class worked on the aprons in their classrooms during the school 
day. Some classes had a few students work, while other classes 
gave each child a small rectangle to decorate. The artwork was 
completely original to the kids.

The fifth-grade 
presenters from  
Mrs. Garrett’s class were 
Janie Reinhart, Samantha 
Reinhardt, Kiera Szuba, 
Abby Fisher; from  
Mrs. Fortune’s class  
were Bella Klink, 
Madison Luce, Ben Pratt,  
Kendall Lepczyk; 
from Mrs. Kohl/Mrs. 
Quintilone class were Joey Fatta, Cassie Borowski, Jarred Cole, 
Katie Manna; from Mrs. Malush’s class were Jeremiah Siulc,  
Caleb Rokitka; from Mrs. Thompson’s class were Joshua  
Abell-Gabner, Lucas Kurdziel, Pamela McCarty, Amy Heine,  
Mya Wright and from Mrs. Richards’ class were Alexis Tamrowski, 

Izabella Seagrave, Natalie Witt.

Fourth-graders made a sign with fortune cookies on it stating “It’s 
our good fortune to have you as our lunch heroes”. They also did 
a bucket with small Chinese boxes of fortune cookies and good 
fortunes stuck in the bucket with messages to the food service staff. 
The bucket says “Super Hero Lunch Lady good fortunes.” Third-
graders made a banner, “Lettuce tell you how wonderful you are,” 
with a lunch lady on it and children put notes, shaped like fruits 
and vegetables, on the banner with their favorite foods and thank 
you notes. First and second graders made super heroes out of paper 
plates and capes with messages and large thank you cards with 
super heroes on it. The kindergarten classes made posters of grapes 
saying “Thank you Bunches for all our Lunches” with messages on 
them.

Depew High School 
students signed a banner 
that read Happy Lunch 
Lady Day and provided 
danish for breakfast 
and presented the high 
school cafeteria staff 
with chocolate-dipped 
strawberries. The Middle 
School wrote poems for 
the staff and read them 
during morning announcements. Students presented the kitchen staff 
with the poems. Students were invited to dress like a superhero.

“The cafeteria staff of Depew Schools consistently strives to make 
lunchtime the favorite part of every student’s day,” said Dr. Jeffrey 
Rabey, superintendent. “From their warm and compassionate 
welcoming environment that they provide in the cafeteria to the 
personal touch that they deliver with every student’s meal, to 
how they encourage our kids to eat healthier; Depew’s nutritional 
professionals are truly heroes to our school-community and deserve 
to be recognized.”

The staff honored at Cayuga Heights Elementary was Carmel 
Schugardt, Jean Gabner, Marcia Garbacz, Judy Morrow, Colleen 
Schmitt-Taber, Melissa Nagel, Sandra Winkel and Donna Lume. 
Honored at the middle school was Jo Bronke, Cindy Snider, Colleen 
Hamm, Linda Koch and Julie Childs. Honored at the high school 
was Karen Pfohman, Suzanne Sheff, Peggy Newlove, Nicole 
Rembicki and Kathleen Cardinal.

Between preparing healthy meals, adhering to strict nutrition 
standards, navigating student food allergies, and offering service 
with a smile, Depew’s nutrition professionals have a lot on their 
plate. 

“The importance and nutritional value of school meals are well 
documented. For many children, school lunch is the most important 
and nutrient-rich meal of their day,” said Albi. “It’s really a very 
simple recipe: research shows that kids who eat well learn better. So 
the hard work that gets done in our school cafeterias every day isn’t 
just about preparing and serving meals to our kids. It’s also about 
helping to make good education possible.”
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Depew Schools Loves Literacy
Hundreds of families shared in the district’s love of literacy at the third annual Literacy 
Night in March that celebrated our favorite authors.

A powerful segment where selected students read personal essays about their favorite books 
started the evening. Starting with prekindergarten and continuing through grade 12, the 
students demonstrated both their writing and oratory skills before a packed house in the 
high school auditorium.

Student essay readers were Shaun Baltes (prekindergarten), Jayden Rogalski (kindergarten), 
Amber Rohr (grade 1), Maggie Bush (grade 2), Drew Zmozynski (grade 3), Zack Sarver 
(grade 4), Lucas Kurdziel (grade 5), Anthony Fazio (grade 6), Stephen Kaus (grade 7), 
Dylan	Andrzejewski	(grade	8),	Samantha	Maroshick	(grade	9),	Victoria	Haymes	(grade	10),	
Emily Gammel (grade 11) and Amber Geary (grade 12).

Throughout the evening, various stations throughout the building featured technology 
displays, Dalcroze music and dance presentation, demonstration of iPads and Schoology, 
musical performances, an interactive art display in the Inspired Art Gallery and examples of 
student work in the gymnasium.

“Throughout the year Depew students have been reading a variety of content-rich literature, 
analyzing texts and writing in a variety of styles and genres,” said Susan Frey, assistant 
superintendent. “Last year’s essays on the topic of favorite books were tremendous. As the 
students read their personal essays, the audience could hear how each grade level got more 
complex, pulling in comparative language and showing depth of thinking and writing.”

“The CDEP committee, which plans the literacy event, wants to share with parents and the 
community how hard students and teachers have worked and the level of knowledge they 
have acquired through their extensive literacy work,” said Mrs. Frey.

Patriotic Concert Holds 
Special Meaning for 
Two Performers
A patriotic choral concert performed at 
the budget vote in May had very special 
meaning for two of the high school 
performers.

Tyler Martin, a 
senior who is 
leaving for the 
Marines in June, 
and David (DJ) 
Hedges, a junior 
who will spend 
this summer at 
a military camp, 
both know that 
their future 
involves enlisting in the military.

Tyler and David were among 250 singers 
in grades 5-12 that performed in the 
gymnasium at Cayuga Heights during the 
budget and election vote on May 17.

“Since I was eight years old I’ve wanted 
to do something better with my life. 
I wanted a challenge and the Marines 
are nothing but a challenge,” said Tyler. 
Singing the patriotic songs at one of his 
last concerts at Depew High School was 
special for him. “I’ve always been about 
the patriotic music and I love singing it. 
It brings a smile to people’s faces.”

David will spend 
his summer at a 
military camp in 
Oak Ridge, N.C. 
This will be his 
second visit so 
he knows what 
to expect of the 
6 a.m. wake 
up calls, the 
drills and other 
responsibilities. “The camp has taught 
me discipline and responsibility, how to 
be respectful and treat people the right 
way,” he said. “Singing these songs will 
bring a feeling of patriotism. It’s a way 
of remembering those who fought.”

continued on page 12
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Launching a One-to-One Technology 
Initiative in September
Depew Schools is pleased to announce that soon, from 
kindergarten to grade 12, our students will have access to 
a mobile device to use throughout the school day. This 
initiative is called one to one technology and we are 
excited that all students will soon have this opportunity 
available. The district has applied for Smart Schools Bond 
Act funds to purchase iPads for grades K - 2 and Chromebooks 
for grades 3 - 12. These mobile devices will be available during the first 
semester of the 2016-17 school year.

Depew Middle and High School students will be able to take the device home to continue  
to use them for homework, research and access to online subscription-based resources.  
This year students were given access to Google Apps for Education and Schoology to 
support student and teacher communication, digital lessons and instructional resources. 
There will be further communication regarding our one-to-one deployment, parent  
meetings and pick-up dates for the summer and fall. 

We can all appreciate that technology is with us in all aspects of our lives. Our students 
already have access to computers at school, and the one-to-one initiative moves us to the 
next level of computer access. This is a great opportunity to advance our students’ skills in 
the digital world and to prepare them for college and careers.

Patriotic Concert 
continued from page 11

The patriotic song 
selection was 
special to him as 
he wants to enlist 
to “protect my country and defend 
people’s freedoms.” Since second 
grade he has wanted to be a Marine 
scout sniper. His great grandfather, 
father and several uncles have 
served in various branches of the 
military.

The songs performed at the concert 
included a tribute to George M. 
Cohen including “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag” and “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy”, Lee Greenwood’s “God 
Bless the USA”, “Star Spangled 
Banner”, “America the Beautiful”, 
“My Country Tis of Thee” and  
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic”. 


